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way, and everything tends to encourage the baser passions
of man,—the contemptuous pride of power, the greed of
acquisition—comes uppermost. ... It is sure to cause
moral degeneracy in men to exercise habitually authority
upon an alien people and therefore not to encounter the
checks that arise from the relationship of natural sympathy."l
These remarks are equally applicable to Indian social life.
We, too, have created unwholesome situations among us,
and it is the absence of natural sympathy among the various
races and social groups that is dragging us down to the abyss
of destruction.
The essential step towards the solution of our mutual
difficulties must therefore be the recognition of the spiritual
values in our relationship. Is this ideal of a great spiritual
fulfilment in those relations a mere fantasy of dreamers ?
Are we to pass it by as being outside the range of a practical
policy ? Was it not Lord Cromer, an experienced British
administrator, who wrote that " the essential points of a
sound Imperial policy admit of being embodied in this one
statement, that . . . our relations with the various races
who are subjects of the King of England should be founded
on the granite rock of the Christian code " ? In the midst
of a world engulfed in a catastrophe of nationalism and
racial antagonism, there can be no short cuts to the realiza-
tion of this ideal. But it is enough if a section of responsible
men and women of the two great countries persuade them-
selves to follow the way of faith. The mission calls for new
leadership, and it cannot be trusted to those who ignore the
fundamental basis for working towards the harmony of a
synthesis. All the partners in the making of Federal India
must therefore come forward fortified in the faith that the
sympathetic unity of the British Commonwealth of Nations
cannot be achieved so long as the tendency to adhere to the
worn-out policy of Imperialism remains hidden under the
changing mask of liberal spirit; they must approach the
problem with a firm determination to harmonize all con-
1 Andrews, C. F,: Tagore's " Letters to a Friend/'   Allen & Unwin: 1931.

